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                Celebrating Women's History Month
                      Honoring Marsha Stevens-Pino
                   Mother of Contemporary Christian Music
By Adam Romanik
March is Women's History Month. As I thought about women who have 
had an effect in my life—and one who has had a profound effect on many
lives all around the world—Marsha Stevens-Pino seemed just the right fit 
to honor. So for this Women's History Month, we honor and recognize 
Marsha Stevens-Pino, the mother of contemporary Christian music.

Marsha was raised in Southern California. Her father was a Disciples of 
Christ pastor who had been kicked out of many, many churches for 
molesting little girls, and her mother, who was more than 20 years 
younger than him, turned to alcohol and drugs to numb the pain. During 
this time, Marsha took care of her kid sister, trying to steer her away 
from what was really going on at home.

When Marsha was a teenager, her older brother—who was 15 years older 
than her and from her father's previous marriage—took her to a weekly beachside praise and worship
service. This is where Marsha learned terms like being filled with the Holy Spirit and being born again.
After the second week that she attended, her life changed forever. She felt free from all of the chaos in her
life and started to realize that she didn't have to be burdened by the mess of her parents. She also wanted
to be a role model and mentor for her kid sister. As she had all those feelings, she tried to tell her friends
about it. Most blew her off; some even asked what she had been smoking. She was very disheartened at
the reactions she received, even from her kid sister. She decided to write a song to help others understand
what she was feeling.

After hours and hours of wordsmithing and work, "For Those Tears I Died" was born. She was 16 years old
at the time and also played guitar. She played it for her kid sister, and her sister cried. She received the
same reaction when playing it for friends and for others. A few weeks later, she played it at her church
service and received a huge reaction, and somewhere in that period of time the song spread like wildfire.
Suddenly everyone seemed to hear it and know it.

The song was recorded when Marsha was 17, and even though she didn't realize the effect it was having
on people, it seemed to be much larger than anyone could imagine—so much so that one night she
received a call from Pat Boone. He called to ask permission to record the song. For those that might not
know the name Pat Boone, he is an American singer, songwriter, actor, author, television personality, radio
host, and philanthropist who was popular in the 1950s through the early 1960s and sold over 50 million
records during that time.

After high school, Marsha formed a band with her kid sister, Russ Stevens, and Pete Jacobs. She knew
Russ and Pete from school, and they attended church with her and became Christians. The band traveled
worldwide singing and even performed at one time in front of over 100,000 people at a Billy Graham
crusade. Continued on Page 4
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LGBTQ+ Estate Planning — A Tale of Two Couples
By Lee Carpenter, Esq.

Chris and Jason would never leave anything to chance. They ordered their movie 
tickets online in case the show sold out before they got to the theater. They always 
bought travel insurance, on the off chance their vacation plans didn’t pan out. They 
flossed daily, replaced smoke-detector batteries annually, and changed their furnace 
filters every six months. 

Their friends Bill and Trevor often teased them about being so conscientious. But then Bill and Trevor
took a different approach to life. When Bill got a flat tire and needed to use the spare, he discovered
that it was flat, too. The couple once ran out of heating oil because Trevor forgot to order more. And
they still laugh about the time they missed their cruise ship departure after enjoying one too many rum
swizzles at a pub in Bermuda. 

These differences extended to the way they approached estate
planning, too. 

Chris and Jason went to an estates and trusts attorney who
was a fellow member of the LGBTQ+ community. After getting
to know them, the attorney prepared wills that left everything
to the survivor in case Chris or Jason died. He also drafted a
power of attorney and advance healthcare directive for each of
them. These documents would be essential, the lawyer
explained, if Chris or Jason became incompetent and needed
the other spouse to manage his finances or health care. 

Chris and Jason knew this paperwork was important and were glad to have it prepared by a professional.
What they didn’t know was that there was more to estate planning than that. 

The lawyer included language in their documents to
cover their digital assets—things like frequent-flyer
miles, social media accounts, and online shopping. The
lawyer had them make an inventory of these assets,
including their usernames and passwords, so the other
spouse could access them if necessary. The inventory
even included passwords for things like their laptops,
smart phones, and iPads. The were also told to make
sure the beneficiaries on their life insurance and
retirement accounts were up to date to replicate the
provisions in their wills.

Once the documents had been signed, Chris and Jason
slept better. They knew they were as ready as they
could be for whatever lay ahead. 

Bill and Trevor, by contrast, did none of these things.
They hadn’t gotten married or registered as domestic
partners, thinking that having “a piece of paper”
wouldn’t improve their relationship. They had been
meaning to get wills but thought the process would be
difficult and expensive. They also didn’t want to think
about the worst-case scenarios an estate plan was
meant to cover. 

Continued on Page 12
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Leather Line -
Meet Mr. Fire 
Island Leather 2025
by Rodney Burger 

Over the Memorial Day weekend in the city of Chicago,
a large group of leather men from all over the world
will hit the stage in hopes of becoming International Mr.
Leather 2026. Standing among them will be a young
man from York, Pennsylvania, who will be representing
another great LGBTQ+ tradition, Mr. Fire Island
Leather.  

Derek was born and raised in York County,
Pennsylvania and still lives there with his husband
Nicolas, who were married in October 2022 in a
beautiful outdoor ceremony that I had the pleasure of
attending. 

Derek discovered the leather community while stationed in Connecticut with the 
Navy. Although it was during the time of “don’t ask, don’t tell, his supervisor took
him to LGBTQ+ bars in Providence, Rhode Island and New York. “He protected 
us”, Derek says. 

In 2023 Derek and Nic both competed for titles at the Bears, Bikers, & Mayhem 
Contest in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. Although neither took home a sash, Derek 
said that he really learned a lot, like do not rush the answers to your interview 
questions. He said he blew through all of his questions so quickly that the judges 
had to add additional questions!  He joked that he also learned that it is very 
hard to keep your leather clean when spaghetti is served. After BBM, he started 
looking around for another leather contest and was unable to find anything he 
felt suited for close to home. He widened his search and selected the popular 
Mr. Fire Island Leather Contest in New York, which he had attended before. 
Derek recommends that anyone thinking about running for a title should, at the very least, attend the
contest once to observe the process.  

Since becoming Mr. Fire Island 2025 in May, Derek has been busy almost every weekend being a walking
advertisement for a place that he loves. From World Pride in DC, NYC Pride, the New Jersey Leather
contests, ShipMates’ Daddy Christmas in Baltimore, Mr. Rehobeth Leather in Delaware, Hillside, the
Keystone Leather contests and many more. He has also been busy selling his pins, designed by the very
popular leather community artist Scott “Coyote” Hill, who passed away last year. Proceeds from the pin
sales benefit the Arts Project of Cherry Grove, a historic LGBTQ+ arts organization on Fire Island founded
in 1948.     

Derek’s leather journey is far from over. Discouraged by the lack of inclusive leather groups in his area,
he has become one of the three founding members of the Central Pennsylvania Leather Club, who are
planning their first fundraiser in April. You can learn all about this new organization on Facebook.  
After April, he has a very busy May with Fire Island Leather weekend on May 15th – 17th and the
International Mr. Leather Contest on May 21st -25th. Derek plans to drive to Chicago. So, if you see a
man in a white leather sailor suit heading west, be sure to wave. It may be your chance to meet Mr. Fire
Island Leather 2025. 

Derek, Mr. Fire 
  Island 2025 
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Women's History Month - Marsh Stevens-Pino Continued

Marsha eventually married Russ Stevens, and the two had two children together. During this time, "For
Those Tears I Died" was also added to church hymnals and praise books starting in 1979.

In the late 1970s the couple was attending counseling. Their marriage was broken and headed for
divorce. After the breakup Russ won custody of the children and royalties from their music. The judge in
the case gave very specific orders in the custody battle, including no visitation, and she could not live
with anyone she was not married to or related to by blood if she wanted even to visit her children.

Marsha says this was the first time she ever felt that she had wrestled with God but realized that it was
time to get her life back on track. She turned again to her faith and found a priest who ran Dignity. As
she met with the priest, he shared something with her that at the time was hard to swallow. He told her
that she had been a Christian long enough to know that you reap what you sow.

"I've sowed hiding and lying and trying to stay on the DL and trying to avoid people," she said, "and so
if I'm going to live in the light..."

She took a training course to be a medical assistant and found a job, eventually an apartment, and after
nine long months was able to regain custody of her children.

In the early 1980s Marsha came out of the closet and experienced extreme amounts of hate. People
would rip the pages out of hymnals and send them to her with written messages on them. During this
time, she had come to the conclusion that her musical career had ended. She also missed church—the
praise and worship as well as the fellowship.

She heard about the gay church and decided to attend, sitting in the back and taking it all in at a nearby
Metropolitan Community Church. A few weeks later she attended a service where Rev. Troy Perry was
preaching and speaking, and he recognized her. He called her out and asked her to come sing.

At first she was so nervous she had a hard time singing and had to start over. Rev. Perry and Marsha
were both fluent in the King James translation and quickly began comparing notes and sharing scripture.
Troy made sure to share with her that he would like her to come and be part of the next year's UFMCC
General Conference.

During this time, Marsha formed BALM Ministries (Born Again 
Lesbian Music), and she traveled and sang, continuing to 
spread the radical love of Jesus.

"She is Conseravtive Christianty's worst 
nightmare; a Jesus-loving, Bible-
believing, God-fearing lesbian
Christian."
                      -Christian Century Magazine

In 2002, Dr. Mark Allan Powell, a professor of New Testament 
at Trinity Lutheran Seminary, published The Encyclopedia of 
Contemporary Christian Music, naming Marsha as the mother 
of contemporary Christian music. During this time Marsha 
connected with old friends and found it fascinating to see 
where some of these people were now and what they had 
been doing.                      Cindy and Marsha pictured above
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But 2002 was not all celebration. On New Year's Eve, Marsha and Cindy attended a Gaither Homecoming
concert and had backstage passes to meet Bill and Gloria Gaither, Mark Lowry, and others. At midnight,
as they began to prepare to ring in the new year, Bill recognized Marsha as being in attendance and
acknowledged her contributions to contemporary Christian music. They then performed "For Those Tears I
Died," with the audience singing along.

Marsha remembers that moment. She was so struck that they selected her song she couldn't even sing—
she was completely speechless.

However, after that concert a picture of her along with the Gaithers was posted on social media and
became a source of controversy. Eventually, after months, Bill Gaither posted a statement and appeared
on the cover of Singing News Magazine distancing himself from her.

In 2003 Marsha married her partner Cindy Pino and changed her name to Marsha Stevens-Pino. Through
BALM Ministries and King of Peace MCC in St. Petersburg, Florida, they created a music ministry training
program for LGBTQ+ Christians who needed help and direction in getting started.

They raised the money and created several albums, including a Christmas album of new and upcoming
LGBTQ+ artists. One of those artists was Justin Ryan. Some of you might know Justin from his production
Southern Gospel Sissy, who produces a weekly show on YouTube featuring some history of gospel music.

Justin has now joined BALM Ministries, and 
together they continue to travel, sing, and 
spread the good news of God's radical love.

As we finished our interview, I asked Marsha if 
she had a favorite verse from the Bible or Bible 
story. She quoted Romans 8:35–39, where Paul 
declares that nothing can separate believers 
from the love of God in Christ Jesus. This 
promise assures that God's love is unconditional,
unbreakable, and secure, no matter what 
challenges or fears one faces.

As we continued to finish, what seemed to me 
to resound over and over in Marsha's life is the 
faithfulness of God, and I asked Marsha what 
she would like to share with our readers.

"I think that the most important thing about 
God's faithfulness is that it doesn't depend on 
you at all. That love is there for you. It's 
wonderful if you can open your heart to it, 
experience it, perceive it at work in your life. 
It's great if you can rest in the fact that God 
became human so that we'd know our pains and sorrows and fears and betrayals are felt and understood.
But whether you know it or not, that mercy and grace is yours."

To purchase Marsha's music or book, or for more information on BALM 
Ministries, you can visit balmministries.net.



6 - Maryland OUTloud - March 2026

Finding a Voice That Feels Like You
By GBMC Healthcare
The voice is an important component of self-expression and connection. For many transgender and
nonbinary individuals, a voice that doesn’t align with their gender identity can be a barrier to feeling
truly seen. 

The team at the Johns Hopkins Voice Center at GBMC, part of the Milton J. Dance Jr. Head and Neck
Center, provides evidence-based evaluation and voice therapy for those seeking a voice that affirms
their gender identity and authentic self.

In this respectful, inclusive, and supportive environment, 
every patient receives a comprehensive, multidisciplinary 
voice evaluation with a laryngologist and a licensed speech
language pathologist to assess vocal health and function. 
Then, the team develops a personalized plan of care based
on each individual’s vocal and communication goals. 

“Whatever is right for the patient is the right answer,” 
Melissa Bidlack, MS, MM, CCC-SLP, speech language 
pathologist and coordinator, said. “We work with the 
patient to find the voice that feels the most like them 
without causing strain or discomfort. It's an evolving 
process. We want to empower the patient to describe the voice they want, and then it’s our job to help
them get there.”

With access to a full range of voice-related medical, therapeutic, and surgical options, patients have
choices to support their long-term goals. 

Surgery is one route, and Bidlack sees patients for pre-surgical and post-surgical therapy to help them
understand the mechanism and how to alter resonance and pitch. If therapy is the preferred option,
patients can see one of three specially trained and certified speech-language pathologists at GBMC for a
series of sessions. 

“Once the patient identifies the voice they want, then we try different facilitative methods, leading into 
words, speech, conversation, reading, even singing if desired, to help them find their individual voice. 
And, if they are unsure, we work with them to figure it out,” Bidlack said.

Patients often come in feeling frustrated that their voice doesn't match who they are and even
traumatized at being misgendered because of it. 

“To find a voice that is more representative of their whole being makes them feel a lot more comfortable
interacting in public,” Bidlack said. “I’ve had patients express they are more confident and feel more like
themselves after voice therapy.”

The team at GBMC provides a welcoming, accessible, and equitable experience for patients seeking this
specific voice treatment. Voice is deeply personal, and their mindset of continuous learning underscores
their commitment to serving patients the way they need and desire. 

Affirming voice care is rooted not just in the voice itself, but in what the person behind it is saying. At
GBMC, individuals are met with expertise, compassion, and choice in finding a voice that feels truly their
own. 

For more information or to schedule an appointment, see page 7 for the full details.
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LGBTQ+ Estate Planning Continued
Then the unexpected happened. On a rainy Sunday afternoon, George’s car skidded off a slippery road
and into tree. His death was instant, and Trevor was suddenly faced with the very scenario he had been
so reluctant to confront.

Because he had no will, George’s estate passed through “intestacy.” This meant that as an unmarried
partner, Trevor inherited none of George’s assets, except the house they owned jointly. Surprisingly, his
car and bank accounts went to George’s mother. 

Bill had failed to name a beneficiary on his IRA, and because he and Trevor had never married, the
money went to George’s estate. This meant that George’s mother also received this substantial asset.
Bill had life insurance through his job, but he had set it up before he and Trevor met. The beneficiary
was George’s ex-boyfriend, so Trevor was entitled to none of the payout. 

To add insult to injury, Trevor had no way to access George’s laptop or iPad, which were both password-
protected, or to listen to the messages that friends had left on George’s phone when they heard about
the accident. 

It has been said that hindsight is always 20/20. If Bill and Trevor could start over, what would they do
differently? They still might have stayed for that extra rum swizzle at the pub in Bermuda—that made
for a good story. But they would definitely have called their friends’ lawyer and had him prepare an
estate plan for the two of them, rather than leave anything to chance. 

Lee Carpenter is a Principal at the law firm of Offit Kurman, P.A., and can be reached at (410) 209-6426
or lee.carpenter@offitkurman.com. This article is intended to provide only general information and
should not be construed as legal advice.
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Meandering Mind Within The Chaos
By Janan Broadbent, Ph. D.
There are times when I wonder about the existence of luck. Last Friday was one  
instance of this. I happened to be in London, for a day, and saw that there was a 
special exhibition of the works of Banksy about a 5 minute walk from where I was 
staying. 

Banksy Limitless had transformed London’s cultural heart into the stage for a groundbreaking
exhibition of the world’s most elusive and provocative street artist. Curated by experienced producers
of Banksy exhibitions, this temporary showcase presented 250 works: from certified originals and rare,
one-of-a-kind pieces to large-scale installations, digital works, photos, and sculptures. I saw specially
reproduced works created exclusively for this London event. The power of these works, given the
current international situation, was immense. So here is a photo I took titled Kissing Coppers from
2004:

Twenty-two years ago, and I could not stop my mind from wondering
about where we are today compared to then. Marriage equality, yes,
but also the cultural regression to bigotry, lack of tolerance for human
differences, and especially the recent actions regarding transphobia.
And then, I  watched the memorial for Rev. Jesse Jackson and his
unforgettable words gave me the uplifting we all need: Keep Hope
Alive! It is crucial to maintain a positive outlook in being purposeful,
holding on to one another for solidarity and keeping on fighting with
hope… 
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