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Leather Line - New Year, Old Favorites

By Rodney Burger

For most people the new year begins when they drop the giant ball in Times Square.
In the leather community, it begins when the Centaur, MC drop a metal cock ring into
a large champagne glass at the end of the Leather Cocktails gala during Mid-Atlantic
Leather Weekend. Scheduled this year on January 16th — 19th at the Hyatt Regency
Washington on Capitol Hill (400 New Jersey Ave. NW), this annual event brings
leather folks from all over the world to our nation’s capital. After attending every year
for almost thirty years, it has become my family reunion. I was even honored to be
asked twice to judge the Mr. Mid-Atlantic Leather Contest which takes place on Sunday
afternoon. If you are not planning to attend the whole weekend, it is worth the trip to
just go for the day and shop the large leather mart and take in the many sights in the
hotel lobby. You will hear all about MAL 2026 in the next Leather Line.

Also in January, is a much smaller event that I've really enjoyed the last few years. Derek, Mr. Fire
The Northeast Person of Leather Contest produced by Twisting Culture will Island 2025
be held in Saturday, January 31st at 2pm at Metro Baltimore (1700 N. Charles St.) New this year is a meet
and greet on Friday, January 30th from 7pm - 10 pm at Peabody Heights Brewing Co. (401 E. 30th St.)
Continued on Page 3

The Importance of Long-Term 401(k) Savings
By Woody Derricks
Saving for retirement is one of the most important financial decisions many Americans will make. A
workplace plan, such as a 401(k), 403(b), or TSP, offers a powerful way to save and to take advantage of
tax-deferral, employer matching, and the long-term power of com-pounding. Yet, despite the advantages,
many workers do not maximize their 401(k) contributions. Here’s what you need to know about why these
plans matter, how the contribution rules are evolving, and what pitfalls to avoid.

Why your 401 (k) is critical

1.Tax-advantaged savings: Contributions to a traditional 401(k) reduce your taxable income today and
grow tax-deferred. Over decades, that tax-deferral plus compounding can make a big difference.
2.Employer match = free money: Many employers match a portion of your salary that you contribute. If
your employer does, failing to contribute enough to get the full match is essentially leaving money on the
table.

3.Compound growth time horizon: The earlier you begin and consistently contribute, the more your
savings have time to grow. Even a few additional percentages of salary can translate into substantially
more at retirement.

4.Savings gap remains large: According to the Vanguard "How America Saves 2025"” report, during
2024 just 14 % of participants contributed the full statutory maximum to their 401(k) plans. That means a
large majority are not saving at the maximal allowable rate—and may risk falling short of their retirement
goals.

2026 Contribution Limits
It’s helpful to know what the legal contribution caps will be for 2026 so you can plan accordingly:
e For 2026 the elective deferral limit (employee contribution) for most 401(k), 403(b) and similar plans
will rise to $24,500.
e For participants age 50 and older, the catch-up contribution limit will increase to $8,000 in 2026—so0 in
total they could defer up to $24,500 + $8,000 = $32,500 (before employer contributions).
Continued on Page 2
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e For certain participants ages 60-63 who qualify for the “super catch-up” (under the SECURE Act 2.0) the total
may be higher (about $35,750).
e New rule for higher earners: Beginning in 2026, if a participant is age 50+ and earned more than $145,000 in
the prior year in W-2 wages from that employer, then any catch-up contributions must be made on a Roth
(after-tax) basis (not pre-tax).

o This means higher earners lose the immediate tax deduction for that catch-up portion (though the
funds grow tax-free once qualified).

o0 Note: The threshold is ~$145,000 and indexed for inflation.

Practical steps for you

e Contribute at least enough to get the full employer match - that’s the first priority.

e Then, move toward maxing the deferral limit—if your budget allows. Even if you cannot hit the full cap,
increasing your rate a percentage point or two matters.

¢ Plan the timing of your contributions across pay periods to ensure you don‘t miss employer match dollars.

¢ If you're age 50+ and especially if you earn more than ~$145,000 (and your employer offers a Roth 401(k)),
understand the Roth catch-up rule for 2026: you may want to plan (or allocate) accordingly.

e Don't ighore emergency savings or high-interest debt. A 401(k) is important—but it's part of a broader
financial plan.

Why this matters long-term

Maximizing 401(k) savings offers the potential of tax-deferred (or tax-free, for Roth) growth, the discipline of
automatic payroll deferral, and the “free” boost of employer match. Over 20-30 years, especially if you start
early, that can make a meaningful difference in whether you can sustain your desired lifestyle in retirement.
According to Vanguard’s research, workers with access to defined contribution plans (like 401(k)s) are
significantly more likely to be on track for retirement success.

In summary

Your 401(k) is one of the best tools you have to save for retirement. The contribution limits for 2026 give you a
larger ceiling: $24,500 for most participants, $32,500 for age 50+ (with catch-up), and more for ages 60-63. If
you'll earn more than ~$145,000 and are age 50+, you'll need to make your catch-up contributions as Roth

starting 2026. While it's great to "max out” the plan, don’t
rush so fast that you lose employer match dollars by

exhausting your deferral early in the year. Make sure your
contribution strategy aligns with how your employer’s
A match works. And if you're not yet able to hit the

RESEARCH INTERNATIONAL maximum, increasing your savings rate, capturing the
employer match, and staying consistent will still put you on
a stronger path.

The doctor's office for your business

Investment advisory services are offered by Partnership Wealth
Management, a Securities and Exchange Commission Registered
Investment Advisor. The commentary presented herein contains the
hello@dolanresearch.net | 240-232-5057 opinions of the firm, and this information should not be relied upon
for tax purposes and is based upon sources believed to be reliable.
No guarantee is made to the completeness or accuracy of this
information. Partnership Wealth Management shall not be
responsible for any trading decisions, damages, or other losses
resulting from, or related to, the information, data, analyses, or
A" are welcome opinions contained herein or their use, which do not constitute

Sunduys investment advice, are provided as of the date written, are provided

10:30am Worship In-Person and Online solely for informational purposes, and therefore are not an offer to
buy or sell a security. Investments in securities are subject to

AA Meeﬁngs investment risk, including possible loss of principal. Prices of

6:00pm Sundays, Mondays, Thursdays securities may fluctuate from time to time and may even become

PUTpTIoRYS\Qyar erabre Jronp) valueless. This information has not been tailored to suit any

individual.

Financial planning is an important part of preparing for the future;
contact us today to get started: partnershipwm.com.
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New Year, Old
Favorites
Continued

For decades, the Mid-Atlantic Leather community has
gathered in DC around Valentine’s Day for a live
auction of bake goods to raise money for local charities.
This event was called Scarlet’s Bake Sale. I was even
on the board of Scarlet’s many years ago to make sure
some of the money went to a charity in the Baltimore
area. Unfortunately, like so many things, Scarlet’s went
away. I am happy to report that three years ago this
event was resurrected as Violet’s Bake Sale and is
scheduled for February 15th from noon until 5 pm at
The Crucible, 412 V St. NE, DC.

Although it is only January, I find that it always helps
my mental health if I look forward to spring. I love the
excitement of New York City, but it can be a bit much.
What if there was a place near NYC that did not have
streets and cars? What if it just had beaches and what
if it was a LGBTQ+ Mecca? There is such a place and
I'm often surprised how most people in the Mid-Atlantic
area have never been there. Make 2026 the year you
discover Fire Island.

New York is too expensive? Come to Fire Island Leather
Weekend on May 15th - 17th and food and drinks will
be included in the price. I've been several times and
have so many happy memories of this magical place
that should be on any LGBTQ+ person’s bucket list.
Make your reservations now at excelsiormc.com.

Other fun weekend get aways are New Jersey Leather

Weekend on March 27th - 29th at The Empress Hotel
in Asbury Park, New Jersey and CLAW. Known as

Cleveland Leather Awareness Weekend, CLAW has left
its namesake city and is scheduled for April 2nd - 5th

in Columbus, Ohio (clawinfo.org).

Don’t have time to get away? There are always lots of
leather events right here in the Baltimore area. You can
join COMMAND, MC as they toast Valentine’s Day on
February 13th from 7pm - 10pm at Spirits of Mt.
Vernon and the ShipMates Club of Baltimore have a bar
night every 4th Saturday of the month starting at 9pm

at the Baltimore Eagle.

As the new year begins and the news continues to be
filled with really depressing stories, I'm thankful that I
can escape for an evening or two and have a little fun.
These are just a few leather events scheduled for 2026.
It may be a new year, but I'm thankful for my old

favorites.

Save the Date!
RodeoFest Weekend &

September 19-20, 2026 bb

Saturday, September 19 - Rodeo School
Learn the events or practice for the rodeo the
upcoming day! Rodeo School is being held by
the Atlantic States Gay Rodeo Association
FMI: https://atlanticstampede.com/

Sunday, September 20 - 10th Annual @
Keystone State Gay Rodeo

The event is a family-friendly, inclusive rodeo and
country event that merges traditional rodeo
favorites with some non-traditional fun and
hilarious events all in a safe and inviting
atmosphere where everyone feels welcome. Both
men and women compete equally in all rodeo
events and anyone ages 10 and over are welcome
to compete. FMI: ksgra.org
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No ON STAGE - MARCH 15
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- BROADWAY'S MUSICAL COMEDY HIT!
FEATURING 28 CLASSIC 1980'S ROCK TUNES:
Don't Stop Believin’ » Wanted Dead or Alive
The Final Countdown = Hit Me with Your Best Shot
We Built This City = Waiting for a Girl Like You

Harden My Heart * Every Rose has its Thorn
Renegade *= Oh Sherrie ...and many more!

g
-~

RESERVE YOUR TICKETS ToDAY!

box office 410-730-8311
on viace ticketmaster

TOBYSDINNERTHEATRE.COM
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METROPOLITAN SENIOR LIVING
WITH BIG REWARDS.

Welcome to Roland Park Place, the first
and only Continuing Care Retirement Community
(CCRC) located in the heart of Baltimore City.
Residents enjoy beautiful apartment homes,
a wide array of amenities and robust wellness
programming. Come live independently with
RO I an d pa rk pla ce the peace of mind of a full continuum of care,
METROPOLITAN SENIOR LIVING . - . oyl g e s : -
including immediate availability in assisted living.

Want to experience our community?
Call 667-802-2955 or visit RolandParkPlace.org to learn more.

830 W. 40th St., Baltimore, MD 21211 E] & & & &
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Part-time Sales
Representative

Maryland OUTloud is looking
for a part-time sales representative
to help deliver our message.

-Experience in Outside sales, B2B, D2D,
Direct Sales & Business Development
-Experience in high volume cold calling/
hunting/lead generation

-Experience in newspaper, magazine,
digital, geo-fencing or direct mail
advertising sales a plus

-One-call-close experience a plus
-Ability to work/sell independently
-Must have reliable transportation, cell
phone, and internet service

Send Resume to:
Adam Romanik, Editor at
adam@marylandoutloud.com

YWV
PartnershipWealth

Management

>

Woody Derricks (‘t" -

(410) 732-2633 i

o / . —t
woody@partnersnipwm.com l ‘
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partnershipwm.com

Ethically sourced products
from artists and farmers
across 30 countries

TEN THOUSAND
VILLAGES, BALTIMORE

A Baltimore 1621 Thames St,
501c Nonprofit Baltimore, MD, (veriFien|

‘ ‘ Federation|

Creating
contmutnity
through
compassion

You

here!

Franklin

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

SUNDAY WORSHIP - 10:30 AM

210 WEST MADISON STREET
BALTIMORE, MD
FIRSTFRANKLIN.ORG
410.728.5545

We have been since 1982
An Open and inclusive community
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What I Say Versus What I Do
By Janan Broadbent, Ph. D.

Have you experienced this within the context of a friendship or relationship - Someone
tells you one thing and then goes and does something different? How did you feel about
that person then? The incongruence this creates forms the basis for creating a lack of
trust. The saying about a person “being true to their word” is more than a compliment:
It conveys a fact about that person’s character.

Character is defined as “the aggregate of features and traits that form the individual nature of some person
or thing; moral or ethical quality; and qualities of honesty, courage, or the like; integrity.” In any
relationship, if the emotional connection is going to be strengthened, it is crucial that we trust each other,
that we can count on the other to have integrity and honesty. In a business transaction, a legal document
specifies the rules of the agreement, the basis for the connection. We have all heard about the old days,
when a handshake was sufficient to establish the trust in the transaction. Maybe there are still places and
people where this happens. But in these recent times, a contract specifies the rules.

In a personal relationship, we depend on our communications, verbal and
otherwise, to set the basis for how we relate to one another. To the extent
that the parties are clear, open and honest in their talks, the relationship
blooms. Human beings need information from others to guide their own
behavior. If I see my partner crying, my compassion level rises. But if we
just had a fight, that compassion may be stunted by my anger. All human
interactions boil down to being authentic and genuine, while recognizing
and abiding by the expectations and context of where we are.

“Integrity is telling myself the truth. And honesty is telling the truth to other people.” - Anonymous

>
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Soaring You Into Real Estate

UNDOER _
OF KNOTS d{.)) =
PARISH

est. 2019 v ADVANTAGE REALTY

Join Us ' Join Us

CATHOLIC BUT WITHOUT THE JUDGEMENT... Peter Klebenow

EUCHARISTIC & SACRAMENTAL BUT NON- Realtor/Office Manager
DOGMATIC... www.peterksellshomes.com

INCLUSIVE WHERE ALL ARE WELCOME! peter.klebenow@gmail.com

Baltimore MD 21220
4711 Edmondson Ave, Baltimore, MD 21229
Office: (410) 391-6900

https://our-lady-undoer-of-knots.org Cell: (410) 963-4926

EQUAL HOUSING
REALTOR OPPORTUNITY
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GERTRUDE’S

CHESAPEAKE KITCHEN

Come Dine
at Gertrude's

Conveniently located in the Baltimore

Museum of Art, Certrude’s is the
perfect sport for drinks and small
bites, a special celebration dinner, or a
leisurely Saturday or Sunday brunch.

To see our full menu, make a
reservation, or to place a to-go order,
visit www.gertrudesbaltimore.com

=]

el

-

']
"- sy
s
-




